8. WAR AND WORLD SECURITY

I AM glad to have this opportunity of meeting distinguished
leaders in the diplomatic field and earnest students of inter-
national affairs. I have not come here to set forth any simple
scheme of world order and security but have come to share
with you some of my hopes and fears about the complex
and complicated international situation and learn from you
how we can develop a little more of human justice and
civilized relationship among men and nations. These are
crucial days for the human race, days of searchings of heart.
With groanings and travail pains, the earth heaves and
shudders, bringing forth death and destruction, perhaps also-
life and creation. The Buddha assures us that the wheel
of Law, Dharma, ever revolves. This nightmare world
cannot last for ever. There will be a change.

Speaking at Cairo on the 8th of December, 1943, Field
Marshal Smuts said that that would be the last Christmas
of the war and added: 'There must not ever be a recurrence-
of these disasters which have devastated human civilization
from age to age. I hope that all the sacrifices made by the-
human race, colossal suffering, will not have been in vain/
That is the hope of the world and yet there is much fear for
the future.

We are told that the main objective of the Allied Nations
is to crush the enemy and establish human freedom for all*
It is the love of freedom and the sense of justice that is.
inspiring the fighters, the peoples of Russia, Great Britain,
America, China, India, the Free Czechs, the Poles and the-
Free French. Our past experience and present indications,
do not inspire hope. The most decisive years will be not so*
much the years when we march towards victory as those
which will succeed the victory. The last war was fought
to make the world safe for democracy and its actual result
was the growth of dictatorships. What happens is entirely-
different from what we aim at. Our objectives do not